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NASA CONDUCTS HISTORIC SYMPOSIUM AT NPS 
 
With an all-star line up of scholars, astronauts and explorers, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration took the next step in its 
new course into the cosmos with a symposium this week at the Naval 
Postgraduate School.  
 
NASA Administrator and former Secretary of the Navy Sean O’Keefe 
said, “There is no historic analog to a gathering like this.” The 
symposium, Risk and Exploration: Earth, Sea and the Stars, included 
mountaineers, archaeologists, spelunkers, astrobiologists, geologists, 
divers, writers, film directors as well as scientists, engineers and 
government leaders to discuss the inherent risks and benefits of 
exploration. O’Keefe credited NASA’s chief scientist John Grunsfeld 
with the program concept that included adventurers as well as experts 
who have “dared to dream grand dreams.” 
 
Glenn Mahone, NASA chief of public affairs, said the selection of NPS 
as a host site for the event reflected its distinguished tradition of 
excellence, education and diversity. 
 
Three of the program’s panel sessions were broadcast live from 
Glasgow Hall on NASA TV. The symposium was developed as part of 
NASA’s transformation and the vision for space exploration announced 
by President Bush in January.  
 
 
- John Sanders, 9/27/2004 
